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Dear Professor Calamandrei,

I am a lecturer and tutor on the staff of the Oxford University Ext
Mural Delegacy, which, for some fifty years or so, has been trying to take %qe
University to the people, is, to extend University knowledge, standards and
methods as widely as pos partly as a good thing in itself and partly as a
means of training ”ltl&@ﬂs to play an effective role in the processes of democracy,

Now it seems to me that an exciting experiment in democracy ic
lace in Italy to-day, I have in mind the experiment in Regionalism, an
Qar icularly, since democracy is essentially a neighbourhood matter, the "iocal

community" movement
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Unfortunately, there are no serious studies English of what is
happening in this respect in Italy since the war, In §kvt, ha riLy V?Pe here knows
anything at all about the actual working of Italian political institutions since
1945, ave a good deal of material for a study of political iiu,;i tions in
France, and some other Continental countries, but Italy is very much neglected,

to emplav a recognised teacher), I alsc obtained a good mark in the Italian
translation paper for my degree at the University of London after the war. Since
then, however, my «nowledge has become "rusty" and I have not risked writing this

in Italzang though I can still read Italian quite well, I am now beginning to revise
my Italian

to equip myself for the research which is the subject of this
letter,

I wish to try to fill a very small part of this gap in our knowledge by

a serious study of local government in Italy, I am fairly well equipped for this

self-imposed task, I spent nearly two years in Italy during the war and acguired

a sound working knowledge of the language., (I was able, en things settled down,
ec

I have, also, specialised in the study of G@Vﬁzﬁmnnt {Firs
in this subject in the University of London) and I have had
local government in London., As for research @xk°x7“nca, I
nearly two vears® work at the Cabinet I
Official History of the War, ointment I have
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At this voint, y to vourself: "This is all very
but what is it to do v m@?“ The that I have soug the

/help



