AFFBAL TO SELF-RESFEOT
. o fiere (alamendrei

?ﬁia is not en appeal ta‘”genaraai%y“.- That ie not @nmﬁgh. ?hi&
is no question of charity, of individual kindnesa'éf hearé; it is &
gquestion of nstionsl dignity, of civie virtue; a quaation of showing

_foreiznsrs snd ourselves ss well that Italy eﬁili hag thﬁyé@sire to live,
ag a frge nati@ﬁ,»miatraﬁs of heraelfe. |

Hany Plorentines have not forgotien what héppanaﬁ here forty yesrs
ago, when the newe resched ue that an ssrihgueke had destroyed ‘essinaj
and the digaster ssesed so enormous that our faithful azlly coneidered
taking advantege of the o?partuﬁiﬁy to abtack us when our backe waf&
turneds 4 Tew days after the éis&a%&rbgun sarriag@g ﬁ&&@ throush the
oityy @té;gig@ é@ every ﬁsug@,,a bugle announcing - thelr apcroschg
mulﬁicalsraﬁ hets paseed bagk and fordh avong the peorls Whé erowded

Coub mf\avarg door, ths hradit&snal h&%g of the s%méémt&, w%ﬂ’a& that
bime r@$$§V@ﬁ for themselves the honor of sﬂll%c%iﬁg the éﬁﬁaﬁiaﬂé.
But when the e&r%é rasoched the poor districts @frsém Tradianc, the shue
dents no longer nesded to go from door 4o door foy offeringsy fron all
the gér?at windows of the poor houses in the narrvow alleys, razzed ﬁﬂ@
disheveled women leaned Qﬁ% %a’thrﬁw another faded coat, a §ﬁ%gﬁ%&
sheet, & tottersd vlankel, the lasit covering of itheir beds, 0& the pile
of cleﬁﬁ@é alra@dy heaped on the corie En‘th@ gsections of the eity

traditionally toverbyestricken, expressions of humsn solidarity poured

Today & larze pumbsr of Itslian: citdes have been gitricken worse

than wessine wss theny a hundred sueh esrthquakes oecurring in the same

place would not equal the inrensity of thie disastere IF it 1= true, a8
“;’;*ﬁ know 3% is, that Faseisn did not succeed in destroying in this people

k‘lg §§a anclent virtue of displaying ite best qualities in the nidst of
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éal&miﬁy, then we wust desonstrate cur eolidarity e hundredfold, as

the catastrophe is increased a hundredfold. Today, se th@d} Lhe oor

v

naad no urgi

*®

so  The experience efythasé yecrs has teawsht ue ﬁh&%
poverty, the rude §éﬁarrupticn ef our habitual ease, the sudden 4l
appearénae oF th&aa‘preaiéma thiﬁga withmqt.whiah iife was thousht une
b@arablﬁ, brinza lorti, instqad af;a'dsapairiﬁg isblaté@n, a sense of
comron brotherhood whieh in the end inspires and enriches use I Q@mQ
punisn meens corscious sharing of human fa@e; wé hsve =1l awakened from
this dissster sa Jonruniste, united in this regeined clulvvoysnes whi;h
yranaforns humen iife from en envious struggle adsinst ancther's tiches
inte a acnmbest of woral dignity in which the poor man, to whom =lone g
. goreeded the luxury of @@5gi$iﬁ§ asocunulated wealih, can feel himé@lf

»

freer snd nore a man than the riche ivery dey one kears stories which

s

confirn this experiense, of persons sccustomed fros birth %o living in

the isolstion of their luxury, finding themsslves in the space ol a

dev reduced to ubier roverty, and who, et the mowent when they thoughd
J , oV Vs . H <
they hed lost everything, found, in = shepherd's hut, thal expression
of hugan solidarity whose very shadow had escaped them in the lsclation

of their wer richese Jusbt yesterddy sn old frisnd whio hed miracu-

/

lously eecaped death was telling we, with a returh of eotion, the les=

gon which his risiortune had taught hin when, fleeing uy & wountain

like & huntad olf, gasping for breath, with germsn patrols at his heels,

he passed a woodeubter's hut hidden in the forest. & iittle old woman
appesred befors him and without saying e word slipped 2 folded plese of
paper into his pocket as he ran paste. Cnly afber he wes safely et the

top of the mountain and had time to unfold the crum@led paper did he







poorer than theys @hi}e our finsst young men risk ﬁh@ir lives in the
front linss with such prodigality ihat §@nex&l slexander great@fihau
&8 the aong ol Lhe aalﬁiérs'ef the Carsé and the 3&@#6; witile the pare
tisgane in ﬁarthgfn ftaly heroleally defy Faaciﬁtg,‘galléwa and t@?ﬁureg
while the sdvence a#ar‘ﬁhe mountains laﬁv@s behind iﬁ the burnt land
where only werdering bands of people, who have returned to thg‘§re—
hisboric 1ife o the csveedwallers, eanfaurvivé, wa fé%l hore that if
ouy héuae hes .renained étaméimg and we ﬁ@v@ eiethea to cover us W are
still too rich and fortunate in awmpafisen with %h@ir'yrea@n% pli@hﬁ,
80 much more gri@vaﬁa than our past @isfmr@ah@s., and in this bime of
new and incr@asing voverty e ?é@lltkﬁﬁ noe one hag yat acgui?@d.thé'
right to eémsié@r that by his past sufiering he has »ade his full cone
tribution %o the cormon 3&3?1?10@;

But azong 8o many poor psople even in:?;eraﬁaﬁ thar@'remaiﬁ £he
rich;,thcsa-wﬁ@m smisiorfune hes spared or hardly touchsds Thig sppesl
ig made %Q thes amr@‘ﬁhan to the poor because weaith on aasaant‘ef its
fatal heriteze is éhe srieny @f g@ﬂe?csity; and the grestar thse wealth
the more difiicult it becones for its y§5seaﬁar té free hisself frow a
s&ifiﬁﬁ’&ﬁtﬁﬁhmﬁﬂt iatycaaaaﬁiang-‘

ge must Leach th@ﬁavriah reople, sinose the poor need no lessons ié
this, to respond to this call of the devastated land, ta,yaﬁgané Zene
srously; ever to bthe axbent of geif«de;rivaﬁicﬁg This ie not a question

~of charity but ol gslfwreepscte It is not @ philanthropic zesture, but

3

an expression of political uﬁﬁ@?ﬁﬁ@ﬁéiﬂﬁ and‘fa?aﬁﬁﬁuihﬁ. it iﬁiﬁf&$
thet Italy wiil ﬁ@éﬁ the ald of the Alliee to get beck on her feet,r§ut
, A ,
we cennot ecall on then and stiii hold our haa&a Hlgh 35 firet the It&l&amé,
and particularly thé rich, hevs unot shown by thelyr desds that éh@y ai@

¥
.




&ian’
ready %o throw their last jewel into the furnace whers the fubtura of
the world is besinz sagte Ths measure of the political caturity of

40 eollinbore

nal songelousncas, of ite rig

ste in furcpean alfairs, 18 shown by tha fsets, thet i3, by tha zessure

PTholien divie

of ite sotual sontribubion 4o the comcon saceificse

. sione vhieh wipe oulb, one by one, along the Zenlo and

the strong he ol ths ‘ngtse The

% T
Tule e TeRir:]

which as &%z} b osupply tralns

aifsre of

v and alothinsg, blankebs and

E

carodt those of

ws who sre nobt ebls to hendls saehine gung sl to conitribute to

3 Paohs, for it is

in this wey thet wz goin the right to thelr regpasets But thers are still

“

too merny rsople in the drawing room sho ilosbasd of Faste prafer spesches,

i

uselese discoursss in whish the idle serplain that the war is losting

too longe thet tihwo pllisz sre not givirg us snourhy snd thel 47 thay
» @ & “y T E

werted Lo they could slve ue wores Wlosrsble weslihy bogus more dagw

ploable than the gitlfui razacutiing who to our shase de zoe band over

L suprere  ul thes: o

the gldessllks anininy shosd for o

bond not to arow bhet in the A4llied countrise, end particularly in inze

land, social clube such a2 abill sexlst in Italy have notl ba2on toleratsd

where ladics san etill wests afteracons playing bridge

&

aring black warket priose, ledies who do not ae v ocoroaing
to night in hospibals and oifises, like the poor, acong the poore This

aonselousness is the resl nenzes ghnich hanss over

idizness. and

cean lesve the Allise hositont and

Italyes Thiw ig the botrsya




; 4?9&%@&&%« xf they da‘n@t raap&n& 1t mesns that %h@y,are vwiuntariiy

a&%&ing ﬁhams ve #F from the Xtaly of to rrew, fraw tha% af aar aoiw

&iara *ﬁﬁ hﬁv* ?ﬁkﬁrﬁaé ta‘tﬁa f?ant liﬂaﬁt an& af our partiaana whg A

'? n@?at ia?t %h@*a |
;gutfthég will rasyanﬁ. ‘I av'a@?tain that a raspmnau will Lomeg a%&n

f%@m that g&ﬁ%l& lady wi%h the aristoaratia figura whom I sun pa T by ne

oy Ly “a‘fﬁsﬁiﬁnaﬁia apring ﬁraag, aybri&ht dross %ha% 1@&%&& ag ir

ft

it @am& fram an %xaxuzive ﬁraas sh&p. o axaluaiva éraas a%@»a atill e

; 1iaﬁ iﬁ zﬁia ?naﬁany af @ara, wha?a pa@pla iﬁ ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ&iﬁ aavaa ars dying af
hﬁngurQ I do not uﬁéwratané these tﬂings, but I remambar when thﬁs saue

‘,laﬁy praudly wﬁrw anathar draasa I net her aimaa& mverg ﬁay orr &ha a%reet»

ﬁha waa aletkﬁi 1& ﬁjhaa;,' thwn. with = hit of zold trimming uﬁ wriatﬁ and

%hrqat*~ Zﬁ %hﬁaa éa&a parh&@a sh& %hauwh& that the hl&ak ualas and tha

fmili%&ry amt of %hs anifbr&.ﬁﬂnlﬁ batt@r a@% off the linau @f her na iangv

er young ﬁaﬁy; @vmn the ﬁ&g on h@r hl@;&%@& ﬁair was ﬁlaﬁk %né m&int@d, : y

' “wi%h a,mii&%awy air*' %han she yaaaa& ‘there ﬁh%&%ﬁ aam@ Gvar ne a faaling |
of ah&me Tor tha drab wadzaarity sf my aivilia& alathas, in aamparinaa with
&az, wha in her %arriar g uniforn w&& vaiia&tiy saving her ﬁasaia% fathar~v~

~ 1&&&; L ; k _ k ‘

~ ﬁaw, uy éear ia&g, yﬂn mugﬁ %vy o mﬁﬁgrstaﬁé what has hapzamaﬁ in |

the worid aaé in i%aky éuring thege 1aaﬁ f@w y@arai Tou are not even%aaka& i

m»m@v, : s S N MR
;,1aateria1 of wilé goat w&@l tor Faselst uniforns, originally
3&2‘*&1‘&1&‘ i . ~ ! . '
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